FOR MEDIA

CRAIG EMERSON

Member for Rankin

06 January 2011
HELPING LOCAL FAMILIES WITH BACK-TO-SCHOOL EXPENSES

Member for Rankin, Craig Emerson wants to remind parents and carers to keep their educational receipts as they prepare for the new school year.  
Eligible families can claim refunds on a range of back to school items including computer equipment and textbooks.

The beginning of the school year can be tough for parents facing education costs, but the Education Tax Refund means eligible parents know they will receive a refund for half of claimable expenses come tax time.  

Families can claim 50 per cent of eligible education expenses, up to a maximum refund of $794 for high school children and $397 for primary school children on back-to-school items.

Parents should make sure they keep their receipts in order to make the claims.

The Education Tax Refund is a $4.4 billion Government initiative that is helping families with the cost of living whilst giving their children the best education opportunities.

Parents who receive Family Tax Benefit Part A for children in primary or secondary school are eligible for the Education Tax Refund, as well as independent students, and parents who receive some other allowances.

From 1 July this year, the Government will also extend the Education Tax Refund to include school uniforms. This means parents will be able to claim for school uniforms bought in the new financial year.
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