[image: image1.jpg]



THE HON PETER GARRETT MP

Minister for School Education, Early Childhood and Youth
THE HON CRAIG EMERSON MP

Member for Rankin
MEDIA RELEASE

18 March, 2011                  
       
                 
Building begins at Ipswich-Logan Regional Youth Hub
Construction of a new multipurpose Youth Hub is under way in the Ipswich-Logan corridor at Parkinson, with Minister for Youth Peter Garrett turning the sod onsite today.

“The Gillard Government is proud to be contributing $2 million to the project. It will be a great resource to young people in this region, including those affected by the recent floods,” Mr Garrett said.

“Young people will be involved in all stages of this project, from the construction phase through to managing the day-to-day business of the Youth Hub.

“Once completed, the Youth Hub will benefit young people across the region by providing essential youth services.”
The Youth Hub is one of five youth centres to be built in the Australian Government’s Priority Employment Areas as part of the $10 million Arts, Business and Community Centres for Young Australians initiative.

The Australian Government is investing $2 million in the Ipswich-Logan Youth Hub, which is being built by The Spot Community Services.

Member for Rankin, Craig Emerson said, “The Youth Hub is a great achievement for the Gillard Government and locals.  The Hub will work with local business to assist young people with day to day issues, including self esteem, team building and , tutoring and Arts education assistance.

“ Logan West and Brisbane South Suburbs have been advocating for this type of service for a number of years and I am proud Labor has been able to deliver to the people in this corridor again.”

The Hub will house new and existing youth services and work with local businesses to provide access to training, employment, work experience and mentoring opportunities for young people in the Ipswich-Logan area. 

The Arts, Business and Community Centres for Young Australians initiative is funded through the Australian Government’s Jobs Fund. It was announced in conjunction with the National Strategy for Young Australians in October 2009.
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