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  02/2007
Productivity Commission Best Practice Regulation Report 
 

The Best Practice Regulation Report for 2006-07 has been welcomed by the Federal Government.

Released by the Office of Best Practice Regulation, the report finds improved Commonwealth compliance with Regulation Impact Statement processes, but with some notable exceptions, suggesting that compliance with RIS processes is still not as good as it could be.  

Importantly, the report views as favourable the new regulation making and review processes adopted by the Commonwealth and by the Council of Australian Governments.

The Minister for Finance and Deregulation, Lindsay Tanner and the Minister for Small Business and Minister Assisting on Deregulation, Craig Emerson, welcomed the report as a good start but said much more needed to be done to reduce business regulation and improve the quality of any new regulation.

Mr Tanner said: "Reducing unnecessary business regulation is essential to future productivity growth but the last few years have represented a squandered opportunity.

"The Business Council of Australia has criticised the 'creeping re-regulation' of the Australian economy as a cause of faltering productivity growth and I agree with this diagnosis".

Mr Emerson said the new Government was disappointed but not surprised to learn of the slow progress on the 10 regulatory hotspots that were agreed at the April 2007 COAG meeting.

He said: "Progress has been glacial, with some Ministerial Councils not having met to work on reforms resulting in non-implementation, while other reforms have failed to even make it onto the agenda".

Mr Tanner said: "During its last year in government, the Coalition lost interest in the COAG regulatory reform process.  Yesterday's announcement to establish a Business Regulation and Competition Working Group will accelerate and broaden the regulation reduction agenda, reducing the burden on business".
Mr Emerson said he was delighted with the enthusiasm for federal-state cooperation to reduce the regulatory burden on small business expressed to him by state small business ministers in pre-Christmas discussions.

"There's a lot of excitement among the states and territories about the possibilities now available to lift the regulatory burden off the shoulders of small business operators", he said.
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